
Spotlight On: 

NuCara Pharmacy in Nevada, Iowa 

  
Brett Barker, PharmD, is the Director of Clinical Services at NuCara Pharmacy in 
Nevada, Iowa. Brett and NuCara have participated in Iowa's TakeAway program 
since its beginning in November 2009, and they have worked extensively to promote 
the program through pharmacy-hosted events along with reaching out to the local 
community through partnerships and participation in community events. 
  
Brett says that his pharmacy's largest success is their partnership with the Nevada 
Police Department and Story County Youth & Shelter Services (YSS). The three of 
these organizations collaborate to conduct quarterly drug take back events. Among 
these, the team's largest event occurs during the Annual Community Clean-Up Day, 
where members of the community can dispose of their large junk items and 
appliances. NuCara, the Nevada Police Department and YSS offer medication disposal 
as a part of the Annual Community Clean-Up Day so that consumers can dispose of 
their unused medications as well. 

 
The team's other events throughout the year are set up so that YSS volunteers can 
help collect unused medications through TakeAway using a convenient drive-thru 
system at NuCara Pharmacy. NuCara staff help to collect and identify the 
medications so that controlled substances can be destroyed on-site with the help of 
officers from the Nevada Police Department. In just two of these events in 2011, the 
team collected nearly 120 pounds of medication, including controlled substances! 
This model has been so successful that it has also been implemented in Story City, 
IA. Regarding these medication collections, Brett states, "We see medication bottles 
that have been filled from pharmacies located all over the place, so there is a lot of 
work to be done in helping patients get their unused medications out of their homes 
and into safe disposal." 



 
 
 
 
 

Graphical representation of medications collected from combined take back events hosted by 
Nevada's NuCara Pharmacy in April and November 2011. 

Total amount collected: 120 pounds 
  
Other initiatives where Brett has involved TakeAway include: 
 

- NuCara’s Patient Appreciation Day 
- American Pharmacists Month Health Fair 
- Lincoln Highway Days Parade 
- Governor Pawlenty Meet & Greet 

 
Brett and NuCara also promote TakeAway year-round using message boards, the city 
newsletter, newspaper press releases, flyers and bagstuffers. Additionally, Pill Dude 
has made multiple appearances through Brett's pharmacy. Brett comments, "People 
enjoy seeing Pill Dude around and he generates a lot of questions. The biggest thing 
is that he really catches people's attention, and then it allows for us to educate them 
more about the TakeAway program." 

 
Stemming from Brett's hard work, NuCara was recently awarded a recognition 
plaque by the Story County Prevention Policy Board for their dedication to the 
TakeAway program and public health. They have also been recognized in the Nevada 
Journal for their efforts. We commend and congratulate Brett and NuCara for being 
proactive representatives of the pharmacy profession! 

 
Brett's advice for pharmacies who would like help with better streamlining their 
involvement in TakeAway is to reach out to community partners so that they can 
share some of the work required for hosting and participating in collection events. 
Simply put, Brett advocates that "participation in the TakeAway program, both in the 
pharmacy and in the community, is really simple." 
 



 
TakeAway Collections: January 15, 2012 

Update on TakeAway's collections 
What do the following have in common? 
 
* 168 average American adults 
* 4 fully grown female African elephants 
* The Westminster bell in Britain, nicknamed "Big Ben" 
* TakeAway's medication collections in Iowa 
 
They all weigh just over 30,000 pounds! 
 
As of January 8, 2012, Iowa's statewide medication disposal program has reached 
30,020 pounds - OVER 15 TONS - of unused/expired medications collected. More 
recent data (January 15, 2012) marks TakeAway's collections at 30,395 pounds of 
medication collected. This represents an average of nearly 10,000 pounds collected 
per year of service.  
  
IPA commends you and your pharmacy for the education you provide to your 
patients on proper medication disposal. As accessible health care resources, it is 
critical that pharmacies are able to provide their patients with an outlet for 
medication disposal! 
 


